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Ought-One “Nonpop” Festival Coming to Vermont in August





A festival with more than 100 composers from around the world is coming to Vermont in August. And with performers from legendary singer Beth Griffith to the 90-member Vermont Youth Orchestra, it promises to be one of the most astounding events of its kind anywhere.





The Ought-One Festival takes place August 25-26 on the campus of Goddard College in Plainfield, Vermont. Called “the world of nonpop” by its organizers, Vermont composers Dennis Báthory-Kitsz and David Gunn, the Ought-One Festival features music in genres that might once have been called classical—but these days go by names from electroacoustic to minimalism, fractal to new romantic, acousmatic to post-avant-garde.





The Ought-One Festival features a dozen full concerts from noon to 10 pm, plus shorter individual performances, on five stages. Festival highlights include the mysterious Phonophonie, Mauricio Kagel’s avant-garde chamber opera as recreated by New York performer Beth Griffith; two concerts of American piano music, presented by Drew Krause and Michael Arnowitt; and a companion concert of Czech piano music, played by Patricia Goodson.





More exotic sounds of “nonpop” are heard during the concert of Russian Theremin music, organized and curated by Moscow’s André Smirnov; music for piano and electronics performed by Germany’s Ensemble WireWorks; and a “Dream Room” of electroacoustic compositions created by Larry Austin, Peggy Madden, Richard Tolenaar, Michael Manion, and Elaine Tomazi Freitas.





American orchestral music is represented by Troy Peters conducting the Vermont Youth Orchestra, with music from Vermont, New York, and California. Also from California is music for long tubes and electronics by Brenda Hutchinson, and also from Vermont is music for homemade instruments by Brattleboro’s John Levin and the Ill Wind Ensemble.





Instrumental specialties include bass clarinet and electronics, composed and performed by New York virtuoso Michael Lowenstern, and an energetic concert of flute and piccolo, played by the groundbreaking Margaret Lancaster. “This isn’t your grandmother’s flute music,” says Gunn.





Two rare lecture-demonstrations will also be presented. Martín Alejandro Fumarola will journey from Cordoba, Argentina, to profile Latin-American electroacoustic/computer music; and the world’s authority on cross-cultural musical gesture, Manfred Clynes, will answer the question, “Composing and Decomposing: Is Composing Natural?” Clynes and his work has been profiled on Nova.





Why “nonpop”? Explains Báthory-Kitsz, “We all love pop music. But most of it is like fast food. With nonpop, you leave the table satisified, not just full. And we’re wiping out the idea that somehow nonpop is boring music that’s good for you. It’s killer stuff.”





“Nonpop is where the new ideas always come from,” Báthory-Kitsz continues. “You leave a nonpop concert energized, with a fresh and clear mind. Yes, we’re taking back the mantle of excitement from the cookie-cutter world of pop. Nonpop is the most exciting kind of music since people started banging rocks together. People will whoop and holler at the Ought-One.”





The Ought-One Festival is a production of Kalvos & Damian’s New Music Bazaar, the only new music radio program in Vermont, and the oldest on line show in the U.S. Co-hosts Gunn and Báthory-Kitsz have produced the show at Plainfield’s WGDR since 1995, where it went on line that September. The show and website pioneered many web audio techniques, including a live cybercast/broadcast between Amsterdam and Vermont and California in 1998. K&D won the prestigious 2000 ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award presented at Lincoln Center.





Tickets for the Ought-One Festival are $15 for each day. Information on the Ought-One Festival can be found at the Kalvos & Damian website at http://kalvos.org/ or by emailing kalvos@kalvos.org.








